
Bible Study Notes (Leaders’ Notes) Questions are on the sheets, the questions in 
normal type may be broad to promote wider discussion, for more prompting follow up with 
the further statements/questions in italics. ‘Answers’ are written in grey below but are not 
definitive answers to any questions; they point to passages which might contain the answers, 
they are further suggestions and questions which might lead you to conclusions. 
 

WISDOM – A Cross to Proclaim 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
Over the last six weeks we’ve been looking at living well and wisely in the wisdom 
of Christ. We’ve used the book of Proverbs to explore how the fear of the LORD 
should influence and inform us in every aspect of our lives; the decisions we 
make, the way we speak, the model of life we choose to follow. Today we’re 
looking at what Paul had to say about the wisdom and power of God as shown 
and embodied in Jesus. 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
Who do you think Paul means by ‘those who are perishing’? 

 

Why do you think the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing?  

 

Of the people who you think of who aren’t being saved – do you think all of them would 

consider the cross foolishness, in their eyes? 

Would they consider it foolishness, or just false? If the cross is false to them is that 
foolishness? In this discussion, it might be helpful to remember that wisdom, as defined 
repeatedly in Proverbs, is fear of the LORD, and foolishness is the opposite of wisdom. When 
we say foolishness, we might not mean in the worldly sense of stupidity or less intelligence, it 
could be rejection of the Lord, refusal to honour, respect and revere him.  
 
Why do you think Paul writes ‘those of us who are being saved’ as opposed to ‘those of us 
who are saved’?  
 
Verse 22 talks of different people looking for enlightenment, knowledge of higher powers in 
different places. Where do you think people look for instruction or wisdom today?   
Celebrity culture, historical knowledge, politics, astrology, occult, ‘spirituality’, self-help, 
mindfulness 

 
Paul describes the cross as a stumbling block to the Jews – what do you think he meant by 
this? Do you think it’s a stumbling block for people today?  
 
In Corinth at the time of writing, people would have looked up to those in political power or 
those of royal or noble birth. Who are the people of status that we tend to look up to today? 
What are the things we tend to admire in them, that provide them with their status in our 
eyes? 
Celebrities, famous people, intelligent people, people with high powered careers, those with 
seemingly perfect lives, families, jobs, prospects 
Beauty, intelligence, wealth, health, family situation, ability, holidays, possessions, homes, 
personality, influence 
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What does verse 30 say of our status, as people who are being saved? 
We are in Christ Jesus – our status is in and through him. God gives us the status in his eyes 
that the Messiah already has, we are who we are from God in the Messiah …Who and what 
you now are is a gift from God in King Jesus (v30) 
 
Verses 27-28 can be used to encourage and equip people who might feel they are 
unqualified to serve God in certain areas, or who have little belief in themselves. This can be 
helpful for some people, but what is the true purpose of God choosing the foolish things of 
the world to shame the wise? And what dangers are there in misinterpreting these verses? 
Verse 29 – so that no one can boast before him. We might read these verses and think that 
we are the weak things that will shame the strong, the lowly things that will be lifted up – but 
God does not exalt the lowly and empower the weak so that they can be exalted. Only God 
should be exalted, praised and glorified.  
 
How does verse 30 help us to avoid this misinterpretation? 
It is because of [God] that you are in Christ Jesus – not based on your own talents, skill, deeds, 
faith or prayer, not because you were the lowliest or loftiest, the most humble or most 
faithful. By grace alone we are saved and secure. 
 

Christ, the wisdom of God 

What does verse 30 say about the wisdom of God?  

Christ became the wisdom of God, and the wisdom of God is our righteousness, holiness and 

redemption. 

To fear the Lord is our salvation through Christ. Reverence, honour and awe of God leads to 

the cross of Jesus, to forgiveness and salvation in him. 

 

How does this change or reinforce what we’ve studied in Proverbs about wisdom? 

In Proverbs there was a clear choice to make, wisdom or foolishness; we studied that decision 

in many permutations; the choice to make, the way to speak, the life to pursue, the path to 

take etc. Now we see very clearly that although there are many decisions, there is only one 

real choice that needs to be made; do we choose the Cross or not.  

 
How, in practice, do we proclaim the cross of Christ? 
Can you think of someone who’s life absolutely or in certain aspects displays the wisdom of 
the cross? Is it solely a verbal proclamation? How is the cross of Christ proclaimed in your life?  
 
Read Jeremiah 9:23-24 to end and pray 
 
 

Jeremiah 9 

23 This is what the Lord says: 

“Let not the wise boast of their wisdom 

     or the strong boast of their strength 
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    or the rich boast of their riches, 

24 but let the one who boasts boast about this: 

    that they have the understanding to know me, 

that I am the Lord, who exercises kindness, 

    justice and righteousness on earth, 

    for in these I delight,” 

declares the Lord. 

 
 
Pray 

You may want to use this prayer, or a similar one based on the Jeremiah verses quoted by 

Paul in our Corinthians passage to end the study 

 

Let us not boast of our wisdom or lament the lack of it,  
Let us not boast of our strength or mourn the lack of it, 
Let us not boast of our riches, or grieve the lack of them, 
Let us boast of an understanding of you Lord, 
Let us know you, in a fuller, richer way than ever before, 
Let us shout and declare your kindness, your justice and your righteousness, in all we do, say 
and with everything that we are. 
AMEN 
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