
TODAY - Sunday 6th January, The Epiphany  
Theme: Christmas Unwrapped - Magi’s journey  
Reading:  Matthew 2:1-12 

At the Centre 
10.30am        Morning Worship (Graham Morris  speaking; Jill Mills leading) 
 

At the Parish Church 
9am                Holy Communion (Steph Warrell speaking; Bishop John Hayden leading) 
11.00am        Morning Worship & Baptism  
                        (Steph Warrell speaking; Bishop John Hayden leading)                        
6.30pm          Sundays @7 (Beth Gardner) 

For Your Diary this week:  
 

Mon:             8-8.30am           Start the Week with prayer in Church  
                         12.30pm            Monday Makers in the North Room  
  
                                      

Tue:                10.15am             Reading Group at the Centre 
                         2pm                    Bible Study Class in West Room  

                    
Wed:             11am                Holy Communion in the West Room 
                         4pm                    Open Hour with Clergy in Welcome Area of New Building 
                         6.30pm              Building Faith/Faith Building Prayer in Church 
  
                

Thur:               9.15am               Dots 2 Tots in the Hall 
                         10am                  Our Place Cafe at the Centre 
                         10.15am            Reading Group in the West Room  
                         2pm                    Elderbranch in Church - The Marie Celeste 

                                 
NEXT WEEK - Sunday 13th January, 2nd Sunday of Epiphany  
Theme: Wisdom1 - A Lord to Honour  
Reading:  Proverbs 1:1-7 
At the Centre 
10.30am        Morning Worship (Nikki Eastwood  speaking; Laura Arnold leading) 
 

At the Parish Church 
9am                Morning Prayer (Nikki Eastwood  speaking; Steph Warrell leading) 
11.00am        Morning Worship (Martin Daly speaking, Steph Warrell leading)                        
6.30pm          Holy Communion (Martin Daly speaking; Nikki Eastwood leading) 

 The collect for this week  
The Epiphany 

Creator of the heavens, 
who led the Magi by a star to worship the Christ-child: 

guide and sustain us, that we may find our journey’s end 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 
 

 

 

 

6th January 2019 

Our vision:  
Making a difference wherever we are as we share  ‘Faith for Life’ in Jesus. 

St Mary's Parish Church, 2 Church Road, Upton, Wirral. CH49 6JZ.Tel: 0151 677 1186 

  
 Epiphany – the arrival of the wise men 
  
 …and the star they had seen when it rose 
went ahead of them until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. When they saw 
the star, they were overjoyed.   
Matthew 2:9–10 
  
Kings 
We were not three. 
And not kings. 
At least not when we arrived. 
And really more curious than wise, 
Craning for truth in starlit skies. 
But at least looking, 
At least checking 
What we thought we knew: 
A king born for the Jews. 
  
No, we were not wise. 
More stupid than wise, 
Asking another king 
To point us to a rival’s cradle. 
But at least asking, 
And finding truth in the old scroll, 
Truth a murderer would not recognise, 
But wary to ply us with winsome lies 
And play a deferential role. 
 
No, we were not so wise. 
More blind than wise, 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Searching for a king 
For someone else. 
But at least searching, 
And finding, in someone else’s king, 
Our end, the end of lifeless ways, 
The rule for all our days. 
  
Later they fancied us kings. 
In that, there was only this truth: 
He who would wear a crown 
Must first bow low, 
Must first bow down. 
 
by Mark Greene, Executive Director of LICC  
(London Institute for Contemporary 
Christianity. We will follow our sermon series 
– Living a Life of Wisdom- through January 
and February, using LICC’s book on Proverbs.) 
 
From St Mary’s volunteers and staff, our 
prayers for a hope- filled year for you, your 
friends and families, the church, our 
communities and the world. 
 
St Mary’s Bible verse for 2019: 
May Christ dwell in our hearts through faith, 
and may we be rooted and established in 
love. Ephesians  3:17 
 
Grace and peace  
Rev Nikki Eastwood 
 
 

 
 

 

We warmly welcome everyone to our services today 



Welcome to St Mary’s and The Centre  
If you are a visitor, a special welcome, and we hope you enjoy your 

 time here as we worship God together. 
Please make yourself known to us and complete one of the Visitor Cards.  

We can then contact you if you would like us to.  
 
 

 

REMEMBER to start the week with prayer in church on Mondays 8-8.30am.   
Also the Faith Building/Building Faith prayer time  every Wednesday 6.30-7.30pm. 
 
 

 
 
 

IPASC STUDENT SPONSORSHIP SCHEME: The £1,200 raised from your donations to the Church 
Family Christmas Card has now been allocated to two students, studying Community Health. 
Firstly, Etienne - a young man on the three year degree course at Bunia and secondly, 
Bernadette - a young woman on the four year diploma course at Aru. They join Monique in us 
receiving news and praying for them regularly, in conjunction with IPASC, as Mission Links. 
Thank you once again for making all of this possible. Making a difference wherever you are. 
 
 
SMART EVENT: A  walk from New Brighton to Hoylake on Monday 28th January 
2019. Meeting at 10am at the entrance to Morrisons (car park side) see Wilf, 
Simon or Frank for more details. 
 
 
TRAINING - FOR ALL? We have been running training sessions for volunteers working in the 
new building and on Friday 11th February at 10.30am Ruth Richards will be leading a session 
on RUBBISH! The sub-title is “Remembering the right way: responsible recycling in our new 
building and at home.”  The session will include a Quiz and may prompt New Year’s 
resolutions. Please feel free to come along, all are welcome. 
 
 

ECO TIP FOR JANUARY 
 

When recycling you Christmas cards , please 
don’t put any in that have glitter on them,  
because it messes up the pulping machines 

 For your prayers 
         This week’s Missionary Prayer Link: 

Hannah Pearson 
 

       Those acutely ill at home or in hospital:  
Stephen Beard, Alec Clark, Ken Cole, Anna Drysdale,  

Jackie Gee, Wanda Sales, Hilda Tedford and Brian Smith 
 

Those recently bereaved    
  The family and friends of  

Pat Barber 
 

Memorial Flowers 
This week are from Bob and Laura Arnold. 

In loving memory of Steve Arnold, 
killed in a road collision on 11th January 2003. 

 

 
WEEKLY GIVING ENVELOPES FOR 2019: Packs of the weekly giving envelopes for 2019 are 
available at the back of the Church and the Centre, for those people who have used them during 
2018. If anyone would like to start giving by using weekly envelopes then please contact Simon 
Jones via the Church Office 
 
 
CARING FOR OUR BUILDING - A NOTICE TO ALL.  Please would you check with Bernie or David 
Caldwell before putting anything like screws or hooks into walls or ceilings. Such procedures 
must be done with care for Health and Safety reasons and to take care of our newly decorated 
premises. 
 
 
CENTRE PRAYERS: We will be having a time of prayer for St Mary’s Centre and its place in the 
community. We would love you to join us next week (13th) from 12.00pm for half an hour of 
prayer. 
 
 
 

 ST MARY’S VERSE FOR THE YEAR 
May Christ dwell in our hearts through faith, and may we be rooted  

and established in love. EPHESIANS 3 :17 


